VALENTINES DAY ACTIVITIES FOR MH ART:

As you look through these ideas, think of each of your students and how they would like the activity and how your might modify for each one- it might be possible to have them do different activities depending on their abilities and interests.
· Rock Art:  collect larger smooth stones: - paint the rocks during one class- gloss and cut felt ready to glue onto the bottom for the next class- If you have student helpers for your MH class you could have them paint them as a gift- then the MH student can put stickers and other fun objects on the base paint and then they can be glossed?

· Heart friends- paper craft:  Prepare by having many hearts cut out small and large, some to cut out themselves .Stickers etc.  Make heart animals- heart friends  Small paper rectangle  background Aides, teacher and helpers can help the students create art that can be a picture, magnet, frame or card. Give simple  directions as to how to make hearts into noses, eyes, ears etc.
I got pictures and templates from pre school sites that provided pictures for a bunny, dog,  and bug.  Could tie into animals we love or  make up a rhyme- love bug?

I wonder if there is a poem or song about love bug or hearts? Another idea would be to do  hearts in a row to make a caterpillar . The idea would be to provide choice and to make a picture that would be a fun thing for them to do and look at.
· Heart and home- bookmark idea- to do this right we might need family pictures?  words can be  printed onto one side of a bookmark template: BEING TOGETHER FILLS OUR HOME AND HEARTS WITH LOVE. Decorate the other side- you could make the book mark look like a house by a simple outline of a house, roof, chimney , door- then places for them to decorate with a heart.  One heart could have a photo of them in it?  Or a family photo.I got a template from www.first-school.com
· Stamps: make foam stamps of their own.  Use the foam stamp materials or sponge stuff that expands after you cut it. Glue the foam onto wood or just print with paint and the sponges.  This  would provide meaning to them  - Or make stamps for them to play with.  Check out stores after Valentines Day for sales on heart stamps, doilies, etc.   Sometimes it is great to just put out large craft roll paper over the tables and allow them to either work on that or their own choice of papers.  Put out boxes with a variety of fun materials to feel and choose from to make their own art.
· Give a lesson on how to make a heart- how to cut- the magic of the symmetry? You could print out the lines to cut on the paper. Then do something with that heart.
· Heart art on the overhead?  Cellophane or laminated color hearts of all sizes and colors to play with on the overhead.  Wonder if we can take a photo of art that shines on a wall?  Show them their art on the screen? 
· Look at Odd Lots, Dollar stores for boxes to decorate?  Heart shaped things to use in collage- I am thinking that those clear plastic boxes shaped in a heart could be really fun for my students- permanent markers, glue , and any other material that will stay on plastic. – jewels to glue on?  Zig zag trim?
· Products: What can the heart art become?, Magnet, puppets, cards, boxes, bookmarks, picture frames, ????
· A heart decoration chain for their rooms?  Hearts decorated and put on a paper chain or rope to hang?  Decorate the office?  A heart garland they create to make the school pretty.
· Paint students hands with red paint and stamp onto a ceramic tile (a HOME STORE MAY DONATE THESE TO YOU.). Write the childs name, date, and Happy Valentine's Day. After the paint is dry paint with a waterproof sealant. Although this is a cool product I wonder if there are better ways to get them involved in expressive art work.  Doing their hands would necessitate someone helping each student.  I like the idea of the tile as a trivet for the table- I’d like to expand the creative possibilities.
· Wooden hearts or wood pieces to paint with hearts and glitter paint, puffy paint or glitter glue.  Magnet?  Key chain?  Put on picture frames? I wonder if we could make heart blocks as a fun activity?  Or if you could take wood squares that someone could do for us and drill holes, decorate and string?  Wood as a possible base could have even more possibilities.  Sculpture?
· Plaster art with colors mixed into the plaster- a heart mold?  Pretty colors of those stones for centerpiece decorations and something to print M O M or D A D into the plaster when it is drying?  Clay?  Salt clay?  Questions about plaster, will it dry during class and can you do this fast enough for the number of students in the class?  This would need to be tried beforehand but the idea of the plaster could be really fun.  It might be interesting to make colored plaster as well- or colors to pour into the mold.  What can be the mold?  Check out dollar stores?
· Rubbings- make glue hearts or textured hearts out of textural things for them to do rubbings with ahead of time- trace hearts and have them color over sandpaper to make bumpy hearts.
· Maybe do crayon over sandpaper and iron? I hear that this looks very interesting and might provide a textural element to a lesson. Or do iron crayon shavings/chips for a heart necklace or heart art?  Do die cut hearts to do crayon shavings on? Keep two people for each student to do the ironing- one to hold the hand that is ironing, one to hold the other hand to keep it away from the heat.  
· Cool idea:  Go to Goodwill and collect really cheap clothing that have pockets – like on the front of a T shirt- cut out that part of the fabric into a square or heart- have sequins, lace and paint to decorate the pocket with- fill with Hersheys kisses as a gift to take home to mom and Dad- print a poem on the back that we try to learn?  Use fabric glue?  Go to fabric store to find stuff?
· Heart clay magnet?  Salt clay or model magic?  Just clay or glue clay or attach clay somehow fun to a background that has other avenues for art creation- paint, stamping, words to glue on pictures to glue on etc.  I could make salt dough forms ahead of time and let them have the fun of painting them.
· Have your children cut out a heart from a piece of construction paper folded in half (I provide a half heart poster board stencil). Give your children medicine droppers and have then drop paint onto one side of the heart. Fold the heart in half and rub. Open up the heart and each side matches.  This could be for the idea of the chain decoration in the room.  
· Cut out hearts to fit into a large heart shaped candy box. Place the paper into the box with marbles ( balls?) ( koosh balls)  that have been dipped into valentines colors. Roll the marbles around.
· Have people keep those heart shaped candy boxes they get as gifts to use for a project!  Or buy some?
· Fold a pipecleaner (or floral wire with the edges taped) into a "V" shape have your children string beads onto the wire and then finish by shaping the "V" into a heart- could work better with a stronger wire- stovepipe or hanger wire?  Think through the safety issues.
POEMS and Songs:

My Valentine Heart 
When I say I love you
(Point to lips)

It comes from my heart

(Hand on heart)

You hear it in your ear

(Point to ear)

And it sounds very smart

(Point to head)

I love it when you're proud of me

(Stand very tall)

You say it all day long

(Stretch arms wide)

And when I hear you say it

(Point to ear)

My heart sings a merry song
(Hand on heart)

Be My Valentine
Sung to Mary Had A Little Lamb

 

You're a special

Friend of mine

Friend of mine

Friend of mine

 

You're a special

Friend of mine

Be my valentine!

Valentine
 

Here is a valentine.

I made it just for you.

With paper and other things
And lots of Elmer's glue!

I cut it with my scissors

And made it look so fine
I love you very, very much

You are my valentine!,

Five cheerful valentines from the ten cent store-

I sent one to ____________; now I have four.

Four cheerful valentines, pretty ones to see-

I gave one to ____________; now I have three.

Three cheerful valentines with flowers pink and blue-

I gave one to ____________; now I have two.

Two cheerful valentines-my story's almost done.

I gave one to ______________; now I have one.

One cheerful valentine-one and only one-

I gave it to _______________; now I have none.

Have them name who they would give the valentine to.
It might be possible for you to make all of those sorts of hearts during class- get some cards to cut up.  Again, could be a scrounge item from staff- save those cards!

Look for sales on the valentines cards.  Talk about giving at this time of year with the students.

GAMES, STORIES :
Make a valentine for half the number of children in the group. Cut each heart in half in a zigzag or swirly fashion, so that each cut is fairly unique and identifiable. Each child is given part of a heart and must find his/her partner by matching the valentine halves.

These books were recommended for pre school age children on one site:  I  have NOT checked them out to see if they are appropriate for MH students.  But it may give you a start.  If you find books that work, send me the titles and how and why they worked for you.
· Care Bears Special Delivery by Quinlan B. Lee

· Clifford's Valentine's Day by Normal Bridwell

· If You'll Be My Valentine by Cynthia Rylant

· Noisy Kisses by Barney Saltzberg

· One Zillion Valentine's by Frank Modell

· Queen of Hearts by Mary Engelbreit

· Roses Are Pink, Your Feet Really Stink by Diane deGroat

· Saint Valentine by Robert Sabuda

· Silly Tilly's Valentine by Lillian Hoban

· The Ballad of Valentine by Alison Jackson

· The Day It Rained Hearts by Felicia Bond

· The Night Before Valentine's Day by Natasha Wing

· The Story of Valentine's Day by Clyde Robert Bulla

· The Valentine Bears by Eve Bunting and Jan Brett

· Valentine by Carol Carrick

Supplies: Make your own heart shaped bingo cards 
have fun markers for them to use but not candy.
Valentine bag to hold call cards – let them pull out the call cards?

· I think the idea of bingo could work but would have to be simple- hearts and colors?   Maybe cards and markers that have:  row of red background with hearts on it in different colors, row of white background, pink background, magenta background, black background.  Sort of a matching game?  Get stickers that are really distinct to put on the cards and call cards?  Or make them. What would the goal be?  Shape and color recognition?  Matching?  Placement of the markers?
