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Emotion Installation project- Sara Green- Miamisburg City Schools, Miamisburg OH.  Web site:  www.saragreen.net
I did this project with 4th grade after some experiences in my masters program opened my eyes to contemporary installation work that was compelling in content and a renewed interest in student centered curriculum.  The project is intense but very worthwhile and can be modified and expanded to other age levels or issues such as space, materials or length of class time etc.  I did this project only once since it was my last year in elementary art.
I first decided that I wanted to do a group project that included writing ( done in the classroom) on world issues.  I decided to focus on Joy, Hope and Sorrow as the 3 topics- I had 3 fourth grade classes so each class had their own panel.  The project involved digital photos of each student in a pose of their choice which was added to an oil pastel collage showing abstract views of the emotion and then adding words and statements from newspapers on that.  The students decided on the color schemes, the format for unifying the panels, images that would be added and the format for the writing.  A large part of it was put together by me but in accordance with their decisions.
I have to say that I wish I could have done what some of them actually thought of doing- One group wanted us to set it up in the gym in a sort of tunnel where you would walk through the sorrow part with lighting in a dark tunnel that then opened up to the Joy and Hope panels.  The group on joy wanted their whole panel to open up like a book so that the images were revealed after you read their words.  But the entire project truly included  their ideas- the Sorrow group had the idea to use torn edges, black globs of materials, hanging tears and sorrowful eyes.  The Hope group liked the idea of the sky and rainbow like colors.  So if you take this on your end product may be totally different and I would love to see what you do!
So the first step is to want to take this on because it takes planning, willingness to be flexible and listen to student ideas, preparation of possible materials and time devoted to getting it done.

I first explained the idea and asked if they wanted to take it on! “ I have this idea.  I’d like to do a group work that would show how we feel about world events through the use of photography, color and words….”  They enthusiastically said yes and on we went to discuss the idea. You ask questions to draw out their ideas and opinions.  No wrong answers and enthusiastic responses to their ideas even if you can’t do them all! We did a  lot of lists and voting. That day we decided on a color scheme for the abstract piece of art the photos would be glued onto.  They were told to think and talk  about the pose they would do the next time they came and to wear while T Shirts so that if they wanted they could put words right onto themselves in the picture. The following class was spent with individual photos and doing the abstract drawing of emotion on 9 x 12 paper. I called them up to take their photos and set up an area that was hidden so that they wouldn’t feel like they were on display.  This way I was able to get truly unique viewpoints.  I did give suggestions on the poses and helped frame the photo to make it more compelling.  By the next class I had printed off their photos in black and white ( allthough joy was in color) and had also compiled phrases from newspapers that would be suggestive of the emotions and world events.  It would have taken too long and been too overwhelming for them to find all their own words by sifting through the paper.  So I found words, cut them out and glued them to 8 ½ x 11 paper and copied those for each table.  I had separate pages for each emotion.  That next class they decided how their photo would be added to the oil pastel drawing and cut out words to add to the piece.  In addition to this, the classroom teachers took time with the students to do some writing.  For Sorrow the class decided to do sort of a Haiku.  The Hope group all started with I hope that… etc.  The classes also decided how to display the words.  Some art work was involved in that as well such as the Sorrow group cutting out tears and decorating one side in black.  We also had clear tears  ( like water) made out of lamination plastic.
The rest was more or less up to me- I put all the images on large papers that hung in side by side panels in the hall and later were put onto bulletin boards to display at the district art show.  

There are probably things I would change.  For one I would have the Joy group be more thoughtful about their poses- the poses were more about friendship than a reaction to joyful world events.  I would brainstorm with them how to make the photos more meaningful- How could they show their reaction to articles and news stories that show the good of people?  For example could they make banners to hold with words such as “Random acts of Kindness” or

Thanks to good people…. Or could they hold symbols of giving and love?  Could they pose with their hands cupped and then put images in of the good people do?  Could they pose doing something that shows the beauty of people caring for each other?   
I think it would be possible to focus on certain world events more specifically and to bring in viewpoints from parents, teachers and community members to add to the display.  It’s possible for the format to include video or sound or be a sculpture with boxes you could walk into or look into.
The reaction to the display was amazing although not all of it was positive.  Some adults thought that it was somewhat depressing or overpowering but the majority opinion was that this was an amazing project and people stood by the work and truly examined the writing and the art work.  
If you take it on- share your results with me by emailing sgreen@miamisburg.k12.oh.us
